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After Orcutt’s inaugural address, the next surviving statement on the purpose of the Society 
of Printers was made by Daniel Berkeley Updike in November, 1913. This report, made at the 
end of his two-year term as president, contained the first proposal of a publishing program. 
The council suggested that the best talk of each year be printed for the members, with a few 
extra copies made available for sale to the public. Indeed, T. M. Cleland’s talk on Bodoni was 
published in 1916, but the goal of a book a year proved too ambitious.

Updike also noted the Society’s sponsorship of a course in printing techniques at Harvard’s 
Graduate School of Business Administration. Some of Updike’s research for this course was 
published nine years later by Harvard University Press in the two-volume Printing Types: Their 
History, Forms, and Use (1922).

The final two paragraphs of the President’s Report were Updike’s own views about the 
mission of the Society. There were only 71 living members of the Society in 1913, and since 
this report was not printed for sale to the public, but only for the members, we can safely 
presume that fewer than 100 copies were issued. These scans were made from one of the few 
surviving copies now in the collection of Charles A. Rheault.

One member who likely was present that evening in 1913 when Updike delivered his re-
port was the printer Thomas Todd, Jr.. His grandson, Duncan Todd, reprinted Updike’s final 
two paragraphs in a pamphlet for distribution to members in 1983, at the end of his term as 
president. Even though twice-printed, Updike’s words are so scarce that they escaped the 
notice of William S. Peterson when he was compiling The Well-Made Book (2002), in which he 
tried to include “all of Updike’s writings on the arts of the book.”       — Lance Hidy, August 2010


















